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CENTRAL INTELLIGINCE AGENCY
OFFICE OF SATIOHAL ESTINATES

3 Mey 1567

MEMORANIIM FOR TEE DIRETIOR
FUBJECT: Soviet and Chicom Military Actions

I. GENERAL

l. ¥What military actions edmld the Sovietzs or the Chicoms
take against vy in the Vistnamese war? In Vietnax, one might
expect sctions against those slements of US militery power with
which the North Vietnamesc/Vietcomg are lass prepered or usable
te cope and which are emusing them the most trouble. Aotions
elgewhere would de iz the nature of diversions intended to
incresse the maspower and smaterial needs of UB forces.

2. A% the presen: level of combat, the Comwmists i
Borth Vietnan are particularly comeernsd %o find weysz to counter
our carrisr based alreraft, land based sireraft, asvel bazbardment,
and our inshore anti-ahipping patrels and mining.
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3. In South Vietnam and laos, the Commmists are hurt
most by our groumd wmobility and fire powsr, alirbome mobility
and fire power, and our practically wnrestricted use of ses
md alr rontes for logistic purposes.

4, For the future, the Comunists may be spprehensive
that the UE wil) widen the list of targets taken under attack
in Borth Vietosm, take steps (mining or blockade) to ent off
access to North Vietnax 4y ocean and ccastal shipping, saob-
stantially incresss its forees in Bouth Yistnam, or inwede
Sorth Vietnem,

IX. THR BOVIET UNION

5. The UBSR is separasted from Southeast Asls by grest
distances and the land, sea, anéd air routes thence are not
subject to itz eomtrol. Its miditary actiome would, therefore,
ba restricted to provisicn of gpecialised manpower snd materiel
for specifie tasks. Whether or not the Soviets would undsrtake
8 specific action would dspend upon thelr estimete of the risks
of becoming invalved directly in war with the U5. It is wnlikely
that the Soviets would go to war with the UB over Vietnaa,
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6. Soviet acticas involving lesser degrees of risk couid

b.

Cs

d.

£,

b

To provide and men BAM units and interceptors.
To provide and man comstal defense guns and
cruise misailes.

To provide and man patrol craft and gnided
nissile patrol eraft for inshore use.

To provide naval aines end technielans with
sweeping gear for use in cosstal waters.

To provide and man FROGS, cruise nisslles, or
MEEMs, with HE warhasds, for harsssment of
airfields, bases and other installatione in
South Vietoan and Thailand.

To get the North EKorssns to helghten tensioms
along the Xorean Demilitarized Zone in order to
prevent further trensfer of forces fTos South
Eorea.

7. Soviet actions lnvolvisg greater degrees of risk

eould bes

B

To eatsblish & naval task force in the Zomth
China Seca including mine laying, torpede sttack,
and cruise missile submarines to hareass our naval

forces ané irecrease our ship requirementa.
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1. Other (Minese aeticas imvolving lesser dagrees of

rigk eonld des
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To provide additioma] AAA wnits.

To axtend the area im whioch syprosching US
airoraft are attacked, as allegedly posing =
threst to China.

Yo provide and man imteresptors to operate I'rom
Horth Vietnamese alrfields.

in defense of Horth Vietnamese inshore waters
with motor torpeds boats and guided mismile
patrol eralt,

To coatuct aining and wine sweeping operstions in
Forih Vietaancse coastal waters.

%o provids and man srtillery units to mgport
North Vieinemese Ammy operations im northern
Sowth Vietnan.

To increase saval aetivity iz Teiwan Streit and
threaten the offshore islands by astual tracg
concentration or deception measures, in order
to incresse UE ship and smenpower reguivesents
in the Par Zast.
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1X. Chdeon astions invelving a grester dsgree of risgk
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To perait upe of (hinese alrfields for aperztioma
by the North Tietamnese Alr Force.

To dsfend North Vietnamese alr spece with the
Ciiscn Alr Force from Chiness bases.

%o grernte the South Ses Fleet, with subuarines,
in soch & way &8 to baress ouwr navel forces in
the Gulf of Tonkin and incresse our ship reguire~
ments.

To condiet covert submarine mining operutiens in
the Guif of Tonkin and om the spproaches Lo Suuth
Vietnanesa ports.
&MaWhmmmfmwmm
Chicos Bxvl Alr Pores Jet light bombers inmto

the Gulf of Tenkin and the Bouth China Sea.

70 extend gromd gperations in Isos into the
Pinine dec Jurres, estadlish s base, snd thresten
Xuang Frabeng, Vientisne and US dases iz noriheast
Thalland in order to plsee suscther military burden
o Lthe U8.

12, If, for wvhatever reascn, the Chicoms declded to enter
the war, they could take sctions which would grestly imeresse US
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force requirements in Asia. Such sctions could include:

Be

b,

Ce

4.

Movement into Southeast Asis on a broad {ront
with substantial forces, over running Isos, and
threatening Thailand and Scuth Vietnam,
Anattackm@maymdﬁthermmt offshore
islands.

Utilization of jJet light baubers wlth fighter
spport against our naval forces in the Gulf of
Tankin and the Taiwen Stralt,

The use of guided missile Patrol creft and
sumarines against our naval forces in the
Gulf of Tonkin and the Taiwan Straits.

13. The lists of actions are not exhaugtive, but represent
the sorts of things that should be thought sbout. Bame of the
capabilities have vet to be Proved == Chinege sthmarine opera-
tions, for exanple. But even the appearance of an intent to
exercise a capability mey be sufficient to ereate 2 diversion

requiring the deploynent of more nen snd materiel froam the US.
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